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MIGRANTS SATD TO CONTRACT CANCER AT ATOMIC TEST SITE 


Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 18 Oct 80 p 2 
[Article by lan MeArthur and Karl Condon: "M-15 Link Claim in Nuclear Tests") 


[Text) Newly arrived migrants, many unable to speak English, 
had been recruited to work on the Maralinga atomic bomb test 
site, in South Australia, it was claimed yesterday. 


The Austraiian Nuclear Veterans’ Association national director, Mr Harold Crosbie, 
said the migrants were asked to sign the Official Secrets Act and were afraid to 
speak up. Some had died since of cancer. 


Mr Crosbie said he suspecied a company calied Morag Pty Ltd, which hired the 
migrants, was set up under the auspices of the Britisn military intelligence 
organisation, Mi 5. 


He also suspected that several other companies were formed for the same purpose. 


Mr Crosbie said a South Australian man who went to Maralinga as a migrant worker 
with one of the other companies had cancer. He was seeking compensation. 


But because Morag and the other companies had either gone into bankruptcy or 
ceased business, it was proving very difficult. 


He appealed to other migrant workers with similar experiences to contact him. 


Mr Crosbie eaid Morag Pty Led was the Australian subsidiary of a West German 
firm, Miag. 


He believed the reasons for recruiting migrants were that they had the necessary 
construction and munitions work experience and that they could be easily per- 
suaded into signing the Official Secrets Act. 


Morag was ostensibly a flowr milling company and not all the migrants were sent 
to Maralinga. But he feared that those who did could have come into contact with 
radioactive plutonium. About 50 to 100 would be involved. 


The company had advertised in the M*lbourne-based German language newspaper NEW 
WORLD and THE AGE. The German advertisement yielded replies from Dutch, Swiss, 
Polish, Austrian and French workers, as well as German. 


CSO; 5000 1 











AUSTRALIA 


NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTA. RESEARCH FOUNDATION PLANNED 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRA.LTAN in English 21 Oct 80 p 4 


iTexc! Ao Austrealiie-wide environmental research foundation 
will be set up by the WA branch of the Friends of the Earth. 


The decision to launch the foundation was made at the branch's annual meeting 
last night. 


Its aim is to provide financial backing for independent researchers producing 
reports on the environment. 


A epokesman for F.O.k., Dr Peter Brotherton, said that public research was cur- 
rently undertaken on a part-time or voluntary basis and therefore took time. 


He said: “Committed environmentalists are generally prepared to work for a 
fraction of the wages paid to commercial and government researchers and consul- 
tants. 

"Therefore, we expect to get much more work done than through those channels.” 
Vic. Scheme 

The group is modelling the foundation on a similar scheme set up more than 12 
months ago by the Conservation Council of Victoria, which has been responsible 


for four environmental publications so far. 


Dr Brotherton said it hoped that money for grants would be raised mainly through 
gifts. 


The FOE would stipulate in making the grants that the reports were made avail- 
able to the public in an understandable form. 


"This will be in marked contrast to the State Government which has a talent 
for using public funds to produce secret reports,” Dr Brotherton said. 


cso: 5000 
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GOVERNMENT PLANS SAID TO ENDANGER WEST'S ENVIRONMENT 

Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 22 Oct 80 p 4 
(Text) The Government's proposed changes to the Environ- 
mental Protection Authority would make it almost useless, 


according to the WA Opposition. 


The Leader of the Opposition, Mr Davies, said yesterday that the proposals wouid 
draw the teeth of WA's only effective environmental wetchdog. 


If carried through, the protection of WA's environment would be gravely damaged, 
he said. 


The Government irc said to be proposing to remove the EPA chairman, Mr Colin 
Porter, from the authority. 


The position of chairman would no longer be filled automatically by the director 
of the Department of Conservation and the Environment. 


The Governm at has said only that the legislation governing the EPA is being 
reviewed. It has refused to give details. 


However, ic is understood to be planning to transfer some of the environmental 
decision-making from the EPA to the Department of Resources Development. 


the proposals have brought strong criticism from environmentalists. 
Frightening 


Mr Davies described the proposals as frightening and said that the Oprosition 
would fight tooth and nail against any legislation embodying them. 


Mr Davies was Minister for Environmental Protection in the Tonkin government 
which put the present legislation through Parliament. 


He said it seemed that the EPA was being punished for not always telling the 
Government what it wanted to hear. 


The reported changes would be made only by a government that wanted to down- 
grade the importance of environmental protection and emasculate an agency. 
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Any government with the slightest genuine concern for protecting the environ- 
ment would reject them out of hand, he said. 


There was no sense in removing the State's top environmental expert from WA's 
Lop environmental post unless the aim was to reduce his authority and influence 
und to reduce the expertise applied to the job. 


\t best, the Department of Resources Development had severely limited expertise 
in the environmental field. 





ye FPA had considerable eapertise through the Department of Conservation and 
the Environment. 


vowng rade 

Transferring responsibility for considering environmental review and management 
programmes from the EPA to the DRD would downgrade the importance of environmen- 
tal factors in projects. 

"I believe that this is the Government's deliberate aim," Mr Davies said. 

Ending the requirement for ministers to tell the EPA of projects that might 

harm the environment would restrict the flow of information to the authority 


and prevent it from carrying out its {ob properly. 


The proposals were a further indication of the Government's bu'ldozer mentality 
that everything should be dug .+, regardless of the cost. 


Mr Davies said no one could claim t wt the EPA had performed badly. 
It had won an enviable reputation for common sense and scientific reliability. 


It was not a stop-everything agency, but had put forward sensible, we l-reasoned 
proposals that had dealt with facts and options rather than taking harc-line 
stances. 


Mr Davies said the Court government had shown that it could not be trusted on 
environmental matters. 


The Government yesterday faced Opposition questions on its plans for the EPA in 
both Houses of Parliament. 


The Premier, Sir Charles Court, and the Minister for Conservation and the 
Environment, Mr Masters, both refused tu be drawn into specific answers. 


Sir Charles said in the Legislative Assembly that he knew of no reason for the 
Government to have no confidence in the EPA chairman, Mr Porter. 


In the Upper House, Mr Masters said that the legislation was under constant 
review as was normal for any legislation. 








Proteat 


In Melbourne yesterday the Australian Conservation Council protested strongly 
to the WA Government about the proposal to amend the WA Act. 


The foundation director, Dr Geoff Mosley, said last night that the protest re- 
sulted from a report published yesterday in THE WEST AUSTRALIAN about possible 
changes to the Act. 


Dr Mosel ‘aid he had good reason to beiteve that legislation to make the 
changes was now being drafted. 


The move should be seen in the ccntext of the WA Government's desire to have 
a totally uninhibited drive for maximum resources development. 


\iready the WA environmental controls were much weaker than those of most other 
States. 


The effect of the proposed changes to the Act, ich Sir Charles Court now 
described as “experimental,” would be to eliminate independent environmental 
assessment in WA, Dr Mosley said. 


He wondered how long it would be before the people of Australia woke up to the 
cost of the resources boom and what it was doing to many facets of their lives. 


cSO: 5000 








AUSTRALIA 


RAL, STORMS POSE FURTHER CROP LOSS THREAT 
Syeney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 21 Oct 80 p 3 
[Article by Andrew Stone; "Capricious Rain Hits Wheat’ | 


(Text! Just when they did not want it wheatgrowers in the parched north-west 
of NSW have bee: hit by rain. 


Wheatgrowers with crops reduced by drought, may now face a drop in quality caused 
by isolated storms across the northern wheatbelt. 


The small falls were enough to slow the big harvesters and may have reduced 
the quality of premium prime hard wheat. 


The manager of the Australien Wheat Board's NSW branch, Mr Tom Bolton, confirmed 
this yesterday. 


Rain would encourage some growth for stockfeed. 

He said silos had received about 400 to 600 tonnes, the first of the season. 

The board's production estimate for NSW is less than two million tonnes, compared 
with last season's 5.6 million tonnes. Production for the season 1972-73--1.95 


million tones--was the lowest in recent times. [as published) 


The 1972 crop was grown on 2.6 million hectares whereas 3.3 million hectares 
were sown this year. 


The position in Australia will be described in Canberra today by the president 
of the National Farmers’ Federation, Mr Don Eckersley. 


At the federation's biannual council meeting Mr Eckersley will review the drought 
gripping an estimated half of Australia's agriculture. 


The federation's estimate of losses after surveying members run. into billions 
of dollars. This lies at the heart of a nine-point drought relief plan the 
federation has submitted to the Prime Minister, Mr Fraser, and ‘he Minister for 
Primary (ndustry, Mr Nixon. 























In NSW more than 20,000 farmers are now seriously affected according to Mr 
Glenn Dalton, of the Livestock and Grain Producers’ Association. 


He said thousands of farmers had invested heavily in failed crops but they 
acill faced maintenance costs and fixed charges for firancial obligations. 


As they were short of money, their ability to recover and prepare paddocks for 
next season was in jeopardy. 


Mr Don Sarwick, o mixed farmer ac Loomberah, about 480 kilometres north of 
Sydney, said cash flow problems were beginning to concern many in cetral NSW. 


"IT would guess that grain income in this region will be down by 80 or 90 per- 
cent, Mr Barwick said. 


"Ie's going to present many problems for growers wanting a cash flow before 
Christmas to begin preparing the ground for next year's crops.” 


CSO: 5000 
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Government Assistance 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 22 Oct 60 p 1 
‘Article by Andrew Stone and Rodney Frail: "“Drought's $6000M 6111") 
(Text) The drought will cost the Auetralian economy about 


56 billion in 1980-81, the president of the National 
Farmere' Federation, Mr Don Eckersley, said yesterday. 





Addressing the federacion's council in Canberra, Mr Eckersley said repercussions 
from the drought would epread through the Australian economy, retarding growth, 
empiovment, regional development, the balance of payments and Governmenc mone- 
tary policy. 


The NSW Premier, Mr Wran said in Sydney yesterday the drought would "very 
eeriousiy affect” the State Budget through drought relief and loss of wheat 
freighte by the State Rail Authority. The lose of freight could reach $50 
miliion. 


Mr Eckersley's 56 billion estimate comprised $2 billion loss of agricultural 
revenue and $4 billion flow-on effect through the national economy. 


A eurvey of the federation’s 46,800 members found that 215 million hectares of 
agricultural land--about half of that available in Australia was gripped by 
drought. 


One farmer in every four, particularly in NSW, was affected, Mr Eckersley said. 


After hie epeech and a iong debate, the federation framed nine urgent recommen- 
dations as the basis of a drought relief policy. 


ite submission will be considered by the Federal Minister for Primary industry, 
Mr Nixon. 


» foree home the ureency of relief measures, the federation called on the 
Federal Gevernment to recognize the drought as a national disaster. 


it aleo asked the Commonwealth to meet all loans and aid payments after thres- 
ld level $10 million in NSW) had been reached by the States. 


hol 


if the Government accepts the federation's submission, the payment of Common- 
weaith funds on a three to one formula would be dropped. 


ther measures supported by the federation included: 


request that the Federal Government provide “adequate funding” for carry on 


| inance 

He laxation of cartfv-on loan criteria. 

xtension of stock and fodder freight subsides to 75 per cent and free wate, 
artage. [as published) 
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the Bureau of Agricultural Economice reinforced the federation's fears with 
4 prediction that the net valve of rural production will be about $4.3 bil- 
Lion in 1980—Bie=i5 per cent below the actual figure last year. The volume 

( Pura. produc ion will drop 21 per cent for crops and 1 per cent for 
Livestock, 


Fart ste will rise by about 9.2 per cent, slightly below the expected in- 
fiation rate, but the value of exported produce will increase slightly 
despite an 11 per cent fall in the volume. 


‘Tan, anewering 4 question in State Parliament yesterday from the Leader 
f the National Country Party, Mr Punch, said Treasury estimates were that 
if the droughe mtinued, spending on drought reiief by the State and the 
Federal Government would be between $40 million and $50 miliion in 1980-61, 














AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


LAND HELD FOR MINING~<Eeperance-=-Land releases in the farming region may be 
deiaved by mining pegging. The Minister for Lands, Mr Wordeworth told farmers 

at Newland field day that the Mines Department might not release land for farm- 
ing if it had been pegged. Thousands of hectares between Scaddan and Salmon 
Cums have been pegged for uranium and coal in the region. Farmers at the field 
day expressed anxiety that thie and crown land could be tied up for years till 
mining companies could test for minerals. But the minister said that most of 

the land pegged would eventually be relinquished by the mining companies and very 
little would be used fur mining. [Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in Erglish 
20 Oct 80 p 46) 


FRAGILITY OF SCRUB LAND--The director of the Environmental Protection Authority, 
Mr Colin Porter, suggested yesterday that anyone who doubted the fragility of 
inland scrub country should take a flight over land pegged in the nickel explora- 
tion boom in WA. He told the WA conference of the institute of Municipal Admin- 
istration: “The method of pegging a lease for a 120-hectare mineral claim was, 
in many cases, to drive a heavily :einforced four-wheel-drive vehicle or a bull- 
dozer through the scrub, right round the claim." Now, more than 10 years la er, 
the grid patterrse were still visible from the air, he told the conference. 
Theoretically, this presented no obstacles to regeneration. Only a narrow s.rip 
had been cleared, and there had been no massive soil erosion. There was a plen- 
tiful supply of seed from native vegetation and regeneration could have been 
expected to be fairly rapid. This had not happened. “So, in regeneration in 

a very dry cour ry, we are not talking in terms of 10 or 20 years, but perhaps 
in terms of 50 to 100 years,’ Mr Porter said. The lesson was that people had 

to be extremely careful in disturbing fragile vegetation in very dry country. 
(Text! [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 21 Oct 80 p 24) 
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PROSTON OF KERALA COASTLINE CAUSES HARDSHIPS 


bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 8 Sep 80 p 1) 


{Text} Trivandrum, September 7. Widespread erosion of Kerala's long coastline by 
the Arabian Sea, leaving behind « trail of sorrow and suffering to thousands of 
fishermen has become an annual feature. 


Under a plan evolved by the coastal studies erosion division of the state engineer- 
ing department and approved by the Central Water and Power Research Station at Pune, 
walle of rubbles and “armour stones’ are beire raised along the vulnerable parte of 
the coast. These wails check the .urging surf and save the land. 


Of the 560-km coastline in the state, engineers have identified 320 km as vulnerable 
to sea attack and the work to prevent erosion is concentrated here. “Defence” walls 
now protect 267 km of the coast. 


However, the powerful tidal waves have battered the walle over a stretch of 70 ka. 
Repairing them will cost the state exchequer a tidy sum of Rs. 39 crores. 


It costs Rs. 9,000 to pretect a cent of land (250 cents make a hectare) from the on- 
slaught of the sea--quite prohibitive considering the slender resources of the state 
and uneconomic viewed from the angle of land value. 


Keral's repeated requests to the Centre to treat this project as part of the national 
defence programme have evoked no response. So far, New Delhi has been giving — 
Kerala as loan Rs. 2 for every Re. 3 epent by the latter to meet the cost of protect- 
ing the coastal belt. 


Up to the end of March, the state government spent nearly Rs. 40 crores on the erec- 
tion of granite walle. In the next five years, it plans to spend Re. 51 crores to 
cover 85 ka. 


Human Probles 


The national highway 47 is separated from the Arabian Sea by a narrow strip of land 
along the coastline which needs to be saved from being swallowed by the sea. Separa- 
ting the backwater lagoons from the sea are again narrow strips of land and if they 
are breached at any point, it would spell disaster to densely populated areas. 

















Meanwhile, construction costs are escalating, Likewise the coast of granite slabs, 
armour sfones and transportation. 


hesides, every time the sea invades the coast, it creates a human problem. The 
affected people have to be evacuated, fed provided with alternative shelter and 
later rehabilitated. 


A permanent solution to thie annual problem seems to be the only hope and this seems 
beyond the etate's financial capability. The Centre should give Kerala a big hand. 
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INDIA 


TAMIL. NADU PLANS 10-YEAR FORESTRY PROJECT 


“acras THE HINDU in English 2 Nov 80 p 13 
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EDITORIAL URGES MORE FUNDS FOR FORESTRY 


Bombay THE “IMES OF INDIA in English 5 Nov 80 p 8 


"A Sound Forest Policy”) 


(Editorial: 


[Text | 
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BRIEFS 


POREST CONSERVATION LAW=-New Delhi, October 28 (UNI): The president, Mr. N. 
Sanjiva Redd,, today promulgated an ordinance for forest conservation and for 
controlling diversion of forest land for nonforestry purposes. The forest 
(conservation) ordinance, which comes into force immediately, provides that no 
state government or authority shall make, except with prior approval of the Centre, 
an order directing that any reserve forest area or portion of it shall cease to 

be reserved. Nor can they issue an order to make any forest land to be used for 
non-forest purposes. The ordinance extends to the whole of India, except Jammu 
and Kashmir. [Text] [Bombay TRE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Oct 80 p 1] 
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NEW ZEALAND 


ENVIRONMENT COMMISSIONER OUTLINES DEVELOPMENT POLICY 

Requirements No Obstacle 
Christchurch THE PRESS in English 2 Oct 80 p 21 
{Article by Sue Shepherd/ 


[Text] 


rinciples. but actively 
arness¢s them to achieve 
maximum welfare for the 


New Zealanders are still 
prone to think of environ- 
mental requirements 45 


Zealand's direction in the 
future. Appointed Commas: 
sioner for the Environ- 


ronmental implications are 
required to submit envi- 
ronmental impact reports 


Obstacles :o devel ... community ment in April, he was for. to the commission [or 
But New ‘ “Incorporating ecologic: merly the director of the audit. 
Commissioner for the En- a! praciples into planning Planning Council and a Two controversial devel- 
_vironment, Mr Ken Pid- for economic development member of the task force opment projects, the meth. 
dington, says the reverse is what the global crisis is on economic and social anol pliant at Taranaki, 
is true. “Our renewable about, but the developed planning which uced and the second aluminium 
resources, such as $01', world has been siow to the document, “New Zea- smelter in Otago, are at 
water and sunshine, have catch on Internationally, land «at)= = the)= Turning different stages of the as- 
been and always will be environmental policies Point.” sessment proces« 
the ine of New Zea- have often been developed He takes an almost radi. The commission is 
land's lopment. from the necessity to take cal view of the role of the studying blic submis- 
“We do not have large remedial action public servant. “Too many sions on the environmen- 
stocks of non-renewabie “My experience in for. of my colleagues in the tal impact report sub- 


aa p Se methanol 
. € proposers 
of the chumiaiuns smelter 


eign affairs convinced me 
that ai] the problems over- 
seas were probdiems of our 


public service are facin 
the Government instead 
the people. and are for- 


resources, although some 
are significant at this 
stage because of the ener: 





situation. own pronues in New etting their — responsi- made some inquiries 

© at there i, no devel- Zealand. how we organ- ities to the taxpayers,”  @bout the procedures of 

opment policy that will ised our resources, and he says. the National Developmen: 
how we marketed our pro- Linked to this are the ct 


work in the long term 
without respectirg the e- 
sential neture of the New 
Zealand environmen,” he 
says 


“In the Commission's 
bic role it is often 
reed to be reactive, 
analysing environmental 
impacts and msks, and 

how these 


any watchdog agency “e 
have to do a Dit of bark- 
ing But every so often, 
we should show that we 
are (thinking i© postive 
terns 

“lt omy aim w have 
oo Cone identified 
wit 4 deveiopment roie 
for New Zealand that not 
only respecuy environment 


duce. 

“In New Zealand the 
bulk of our income wii! 
always come from renew- 
able resources. To the ex- 
tent that we can add the 
maximum vaue to these 
resources, we will be bet. 
ver off 

“Part of our sational 
identity should Se « com- 
mitment to husband our 
renewable resources and 
respect the fundamenta. 
rule of sustainability At 
thet point our environ- 
mental polices can be- 
come part of a positive 
marketing strategy — 

Environmental pis 
‘* a Natural extension 
Mr Piddington’s earlier 
work in determining New 


questions of availability of 
information and secrecy 


Piddington says ‘ere is a 
neec to define these pro 
fessional — affect. 
ing the public service, at a 


time of change wn New 
Zealand 


Freedom of information 
is one basic principle of 
democracy that Ken Pid- 
Gington would like to see 
practised more widely in 
the plenning process 

Suspicion «and conflict 
can be avoided by making 
information availebie for 
pudlic discussion at an 
early stage of project 
planning. he says 


All development pro- 
jects with significant env). 


The commission is also 
involved with proposals 
for @ pulp mill at Nelson. 
the extension of the De- 
vonport Naval Base wharf, 
and the Huntly-to-Auck- 


iand pipeline 
The Nationa Deve 
opment Act gives the 


commission a specific 
statutory responsibility of 
having to complere an 
audit. This gives projects 
a fixed timetable under 
the Act for the completion 
of environmental require. 
ments end ensures no 
additional delay 

It is up to the planners 
to produce an environmen. 
tal ompact report on time. 
$0 ‘hat the audit can be 
completed on schedule 











The procedures for con- 
sidering (hese environmen: 
tal impact reports ensure 
that @ great | of infor. 
mation comes before the 


wise 


commission. which edver- 
tises them and hears pubd- 
lic subrmasions [t then re- 
views the submissions and 
res an independent 
audit. Its conclusions and 
recommendations are 
sassed on to the Minister 
for the Environment, end 
advertised publiciy. 

The scone of the envi- 
ronmental impact reports 
extends well — the 
site 6(of 68) 6pro and 
ranges from visual effects, 
nose and physical pollu- 
tion, > the economic and 
social impact on commrun- 
ues 


The audi! may draw at. 
(enon to aspects not ade- 
quately covered in the re- 
port identify modi: 
fications necessary for en. 
vironmental reasons, and 
require fuller investigation 
or explanation 

The range of issues cov- 

by the commission 
ensures that it is not only 
assessing the effects of 
(nese large development 
rojects, Study is made of 
ow resources are used 
and what cere is taken (to 
avoid the sort of environ. 
menial impact that arises 
when resources are over- 
utilised, 

The commission com- 
pleted three audits last 
year and has already com- 
pleted twice as many this 
year A team from the 
commission is appointed 
to complete each audit, 
and is supported by out- 
side consultants and ex- 
perts from other Govern- 
ment departments 


OECD Panel Review Slated 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 2 Oct 80 p 28 


[Text] 


New Zesiand's eoviroo- 
mestal policies will come 


Developmeat 
The Minister for the En- 
vironment (Mr Venn Young) 
anpounced today that a 
of 14 people from nine 
countries and tbe or- 
ganisation’s secretariate 
would undertake a nine-day 
visit starting morrow. 


“New Zealand is only the 
third country to have its en- 
vironmental ces re- 
viewed said Mr Young 

. New Zealand 
has fewer environmenta! 

compared to many 

industrial nations. we 

are seeking to anticipate and 
avoid as far as idle those 


Open seminars for the re- 
viewers have beer arranged 
in Wellington. Auckland and 
Christchurch 
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WATKINS -DOW 2,4,5-T WORKERS GET CLEAN BILL OF HEALTH 
Health Department Report 
Wel’ington THE EVENING POST in English 6 Oct 80 p % 


[Text] There is no evidence to suggest that the health of Ivon Watkins-Dow chemical 
plant employees has suffered from their {obs working with 2,4,5-T. 





This is the conclusion of a 
Health riment report 
on the health of workers at 
the New Plymouth plant, 
called for by the workers 
following adverse publicity 
about the icide 

From April this year 45 
workers at the plant, 4) of 
whom were male and four 
female. European and aged 
between 20 and 59 years. 
were examined dy an inde 
pendent physician and ques- 
tionnaires completed 

The study. released to 
day. aimed to investigate 
whether the health of work. 
ers involved in the 
chemicals manufacture «as 
affected by their work and 
whether any potential haz 
ard to health existed in the 
plant where (he chemical 
was made 


The consultant physician 
reported that there was 90 
evidence (oO Suggest that any 
of the employees health had 
been adversely affected dy 
their present job. Health 
Department assistant direc 


tor of occupational health 
Dr J C Stoke said in the re 


port 

Of 15 reported cases of 
birth Gefects. miscarriages 
or stillbirths arnongst partic- 
ipants, oniy three had oc- 
curred after the employee 
entered the company. Of the 
three cases. two had a his- 
tory of reproductive prob- 
lems prior to the job 


“There was no evidence 
that the prevalence of birth 
defects. miscarriages and 
sulibirths a the par- 
ticipants a TWh varied ¥s) 
any way from the New Zea- 
land average. Dr Stoke 
said 

No cases of chloracne 
were y~ and (he data 
woe LA ypertension was 
inconclusive or open to 
many interpretations 

Since completion of the 
report. one of the partici- 

ts 0 the survey had died, 

owever The department 
Was investigating possibie 
causes. although there was 
No reason LO suppose thal (he 


Te, 


cause of death was as- 
sociated with the chemicals 
manufactured at the plant, 
Dr _ said 


a eB oe 
“ympoasibie to extend these 


results to a conclusion that 
this proves that 245T is 
safe 

There were a number of 


, RS EB. 
rom 


results very difficult, Dr 

Stoke said, pointing out thar 

the 45 participants could 

have been a “sample of sur- 
vivors * 


The report recommends 
that a blood pressure screen. 
ing programme be carned 
out amongst a!! np 
involved in the study to ob- 
tain better dats on hyper. 
tension, that monitoring pro- 
grammes used the main 
plant to determine dioxin 
comeentrations be extended 
wo ue plants where 
practicable. and that em. 
ployees working in the pilot 
plant have an annual med. 
cal review with medica! re. 
cords kept for 30 vears 
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[Text] 
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Company Rebuts Criticism 


CONTINUAL tavestiga- 
tioes make 2,4,5-T the most 
inteasively scretisised 
herbicide in the world — 
more is kaows about it (baa 
most otber chemicals sold in 
New Zealand 

Thi was (he messe 
from Mr Bob Moffat re- 
search manager with lvon 
Waikins-Dow Limited. the 
company that manufactures 
the phenoxy herbdicice in 
New Zealand 

The company has just re- 
leased a book “245-7 and 
2.4-D The Facts about 
Phenosy Herbicioes’ rebut. 
ting criticisms made in an 


earlier publication by 
Friends of the Earth 
‘Their booklet 2.4.5-T 
and 2.4-D — The Case 
Against Phenoszy Herbicides’ 
was @ cornerstone of (heir 
campaign to have the 


B® herbicide banned suid Mr 


Mol {at 

Mr Moffat said a ‘large 
amount” of the material 
published in the Friends of 
the Earth booklet was “sci- 


entifically inaccurate or 
based on half-truths and 
emotionalism — 

The 32-page Ivon 
Watkins Dow publication ex 
amines claims made by 
Friends of the Earth and 
‘corrects the inaccuracies 

Ivon Watkins-Dow say 
that along with most health 
authorities they deny 2.4.5-T 
and 2.4-D are @ health haz 
ard 














NUCLEAR VESSEL MONITORING TESTS MAY BE SCALED DOWN 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 27 Oct 80 p 4 


The Heaith Depariment 
may consider scaling 
down the mouitoring tests 
it carries out during the 
visits of nuciear vessels to 
New Zeeland ports. 

The director of pabiic 
health, Dr Maxwell Col- 
lins, said tests carried owt 
during such visits indica- 
ted the department cold 
be being ‘over-cautious or 
over-sensittve in some 


ways.” 


“Noclear ships = are 
being accepted as the 
‘norm’ rather than the ex- 

these days,” be 

Moailtoring 
could easily be scaled 
down without losing any 
safety margin during fv 
ture visits. 

‘t is a very expensive 
c.ercise, although we sill 
be ove some monitoring 
wil always be necessary 
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FOUND IN RIVER EELS 


HERALD in Englieh 1 Oct 80 p 2 


Press Associa‘ion Tauranga 


Mercury in excess of the levels 
recommended by the World Health 
Organisation has been found in eels in 
the Kaituna River. 

Mr C Hatton. « mien Gating these on 8 reguie 
‘oo works for Bire-eareies oasis vou shoud limi your 
Lod. told the Taareoes T owt ietake.” cas’ Mr Hatton 
roup that es ested in he in 6 gome countries with 
halla bed offween 09 686 mercury problems fiah as « 
’ =m of mercury @ major tem of diel, whereas 
an » recommenced consumpuon in New Zeaianc 
casepam mercury ievel in eas relauvely be 
esting feb be cee, @a8 OS = Althoush trout in the lower 
mucrostams a gram Kaitune bad 

“‘Theore'ical), you ere cout checked i Lake Rote 
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LAPLE CATCHMENT 


POS] i” 


CHRISTCHURCH, To. 

day (PA) — Canterbury + 
t busbiire for sev. 

eral years “as omoulder. 
ig today after rag 
throegh | }00be of 
forest between Lobere 
and Lees Valley 


A Beliicepter recon 
nameance [ughi (ha morning 
as Rutipered by Ov Cloud 
bul the area appeared to b 

cleanly burned out under 


neath the sssistant Con 
wrvator of forests © Can 
terbury “Wr KH H Bilson 
oie 

The Gf of " temperature 


a change © wine Grecvor 


PROTECTIVE FOREST 


English 4 Oct 80 p 3 


and Griezie wh ihe afea early 
\odey bad helped dampen 
the blaze Mr Wilson said 


AS the cloud lifted fire 
fighting \eams would be 
ows into the ares by Air 
Force lroquow helicopters 
which were equipped to 
cafty Monsoon buckets 


A bi hiy weed high 
country fire fighting team of 
14 men, and crews from the 
“Mount Thomas aad Ashiey 
Forests would GF first into 
the area, Vr Wilson said 


Rough weaiber last night 
made || wnposibe to ute 
mossoon buckets on the 
diaze 


A \eavy pall Of emone at 
ym yesterday was the firs 
warning of the fire Fanned 
by 2 «rong Domh- west wed 


the [lathes ) aepi ifio (he up 

per siopes of Lees Vailey 
The fire was ducovered 

oo late though for 2 full 


fire pe | force to be 
Mobdiued before mghtfal! 
The beech forest @ i 


rugged couniry maccessibie 
10 vehicles and two hours 
walk [rom (he pearest track 


it was a catchment pro 
tectiwe forest and ts de 
siruction #48 bound to have 
some inpact of ‘he serroun 
ding atea according wo Mr 
Wiser 


Country volunteer fire 
brigaGes 4/90 had 4 Susy Ga 
vesierday atiending grate 
and wrub fires The worst 
#38 On a farm fear Spring 
weld. where 4 havehed and 
barn were desiroved 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


LECISLATIVE, ECONOMIC MEANS TO PROTECT ENVIRONMENT APPROVED 
Beijing GCUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 22 Sep 80 p 1 


|Article: “Using Legislation and Economic Measures for Good Environmental Manage~- 
ment’) 


[Text] Delegates of the moet recently convened National Symposium on Economic Man- 
agement of Environmental Protection believe that the practice of collecting fees 
from units that discharge pollutants in e«cess of the state's standard is an effec- 
tive measure of using legislation ang economic means to strengthen environmental 
management, promote pollution control, and oenefit the people. This method has 
brought a new phenomenon to China's environmental protection work in terms of using 
management to promote control. Those specialists and cadres of 25 provinces, cities 
and autonomous regions who have practical experience in environmental protection 
work participated in this conference, which was held in Wuxi of Jiangeu Province. 





The participants agree unanimously that since the enactment of the state's environ- 
mental protection law in September of last vear, the leadership cadres of many 
provinces, cities and autonomous regions have emphasized the use of legislative and 
economic means to manage the environment. To date, peopie's governments of 10 pro- 
vincese and several tens of districts and cities in the nation, including Shanxi, 
Liaoning, Hebei, Zhejiang, etc have enacted related local legislation, based up. 
the state's environmental protection laws to implement methods of charging fees or 
penaities from those who dischan * amounts of pollutants in excess of the standard 
set by the state. There are also a large number of provinces and cities as we. a: 
their suoordinate governments where such legislations are being formulated for the 
purpose of using economic means of collecting fees for waste discharge as an effec- 
tive method of promoting pollution control. 


Participants at the symposium pointed out that at the beginning of implementation 

of pollutant discharge fees, many leaders of the economic departments were worried 
about the burden imposed upon the cost of production and its effect on the financial 
income of the state. Severai months of practice has proved, however, that their 
worry was unfounded. Collecting pollutant discharge fees is to use an economic 
lever to unite environmental control with the fruits of industry and interests of 
workers of the unit that discharges pollutants. It generates positiveness in the 
industry in favor of pollution control, and wastefulness is reduced. lHuasheng 
Paper Manufacturing Plant in Suzhou City, Jiangeui discharges 35,000 tons of waste 











water which contains fibers. Thies is set only 4 great waste of resources but also 

@ serious environmental pollution problem. in July last year, the city enacted 
waste discharge fee regulations and the plant was required to pay pollutant discharge 
fees of 63,000 yuan a month. The leaders of the plant immediately called a congress 
of representatives of workers and cadres and proposed measures for pollution control 
and thrifty production procedure. After several @onthe of efforts, the amount of 
waste water discharge of the plant wae cut down 30 percent, with a resultant re- 
duction of loss of organic satter from the original 220 tone 4 day to 39 tons. For 
the year of 1979, a total of 524,000 yuan was saved from the production cost, there 
was 4 3.7 percent drop from the cost budget, while the profit was 250,009 yuan 
higher thac the original plan. 


in the past, the state provided 4 great deal of capital, waterials, and equipment 
to many industries for the purpose of controlling the source of pollution, but due 
to lack of positivenesse on the part of industries, there were very little effects. 
Some targets of control were delayed 7 to §& years and remained uncompleted, while 
the completed items were seldom put in operation, After the pollutant discharge 
fees and penalties are implemented, many factories have formulated plans and adopted 
measures according to the actual condition and stepped up their pollution control 
practice. Beginning in January this year, Huangshi City of Hubei has targeted 24 
industries for collecting discharge fees and penalties for prolonged discharge of 
pollutants in excess of the standard set by the state. Within 2 months, 22 in- 
dustries in that city adopted pollution control seasures, and some preliminary ef- 
fects have been obtained. Of the 3% units in Datong City of Shanxi from which 
pollutant discharge fees have been collected, 16 unite have eagerly launched pol- 
lution control work. 


After the implementation of pollutant discharge fees, some industries have also been 
pushed into reforming their production procedure and launching comprehensive utili- 
zation projects for the purpose of eliginating industrial pollution in the produc- 
tion process. Shanghai Reagent First Plant discharges waste water every day, which 
contains a large quantity of harmful substances. It was calculated that the plant 
should pay 30,000 yuan of discharge fees a gaonth. When the leaders of the factory 
heard the news of discharge fees, they immediately ordered related organizations 

to start scientific experiments and work procedure reforms. Following the adoption 
of new measures, 10,000 yuan a month has been saved from the phenylmethylaldehyde 
reclaimed, and the comprehensive utilization program also removed 20 kg of oil fron 
the waste water every month to lessen the pollution of the Sughow River. 


The participants acknowledged that the action of collecting discharge fees in 
strengthening environmental control and promoting pollution treatment is very ob- 
vious, but at present there remain « few problems awaiting urgent solution, such 

as the lack of unified standard for assessing fees and monitoring techniques, etc. 
They pointed out that if governments of all ieveis piace environmental protection 

work in their daily schedule of discussion and are determined to use legislation and 
economic means to control the environment, the aforementioned problems can be expected 
to be resolved in gradual steps. 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


APPEAL MADE 10 PROTECT ENVIRONMENT AT MT LUSHAN 
Beijing GUANGMING RIP... in Chinese 22 Sep 80 p i 
[Article: “Let's Keep Mt Lushan Looking Like It Always Has") 


{Text] in view of the fact that the environment of Lushan is being polluted and 
destroyed every day and the tourist region is becoming urbanized, the students and 
the specialists participating recently in the Second National Environmental Protec- 
tion Staff Training Clase made a joint apreal for the adoption of resolute measures 
to preserve the true appearance of Mt Lushan. 


Mr Lushan of Jiangxi is one of the most frequently visited scenic regions. It is 
the nation's extremely precious resource of scenery. The environmental pollution 
and destruction of Mt Lushan in recent years have been relatively severe, however. 
The forest vegetation is being continuously reduced. Since 1976, nearly 1,000 trees 
have been illegally cut and 5 aillion jin of firewood have been stolen. The 200 mu 
of mountain forest in the vicinity of Sandiquan, which is one of the points of in- 
terest, have been almost completely removed. The trees of one slope near Daba were 
destroyed by fire due to improper management. The Sandstone Company of Lushan dyna- 
mites the mountain to sell more than 1,400 a of stone, anc some communes and bri- 
gades are also organizing members to mine the rocks. Along the route from Guiing 
to Xianrendong there are now 5 quarries, while within a distance of 500 meters 

Mt Dayueshan there are §. Tourists are often frightened by explosions at these 
quarries, and due to destruction of the vegetative cover, the rock walls are exposed 
and bare. Collapses often occur during the rainy season anc falling stones often 
obstruct the highway and threaten che safety of traffic. The inhabitants of the 
mountains plant vegetables everywhere to result in soil and water .osses. The 
Yidiquan |One-drop Spring] of Xianrendong, which was known to be “not drying in i0 
thousand vears,” now depends upon filling during drought to maintain its reputation. 
The ever flowing Xiaotianchi was dry last year. The next problem is atmospheric 
pOllivtion. The mountain region now has more than 2,900 chimneys of various kinds. 

Of these, nine boilers consume more than 1 ton of coal each per day. Many chimneys 
standing directly beside scenic points of interest bellow thick and black smoke. 
Vehicle traffic up the mountain is heavy and the grade of the slope is high. The 
cars, therefore, usually run on low gear to discharge dense exhaust containing 
various harmful substances to cause *he trees on the side of the roads to appear 
withering. The third problem is water contamination. Due to the poor condition 








of sanitation on the mountain and the lack of sewerage to protect the sources of 
water, waste water, excrement, and garbage have all been dumped into various ditches 
and canale, while after a rain, the surface streams all flow into the bodies of water 
to cause the larger reservoirs of that mountain to be contaminated in various de- 
grees. The water of the important scenic reservoir Qinhu has become turbid and de- 
terforated. The phenomenon of nutritional oxidization has begun to appear. 


The fourth problem is the noise pollution from automobiles. According to last year's 
statistics, 2,100 car/times travel up and down the mountain every day. Traffic 
accidents are on the rise. Moreover, the tourist haven of Lushan is gradually being 
urbanized he number of year-long inhabitants of the mountain is increasing, and 

6’ percent of ctheee are industrial and agricultural workers and civilian employees 

of the government. The groups of dwellings do not possess the park-like character- 
letic of Lushan. The original meadows and winding paths of gravel have been surfaced 
over with tar. The visitors cannot help but sigh in lament: "The true appearance 

of Mt Lushan will gradually never be seen." 


Students and specialists of the Environmental Protection Training Class suggest that 
in order to protect the natural environment of Mt Lushan, logging, fishing, bird- 
hunting, and breaking branches should be strictly forbidden. Quarrying for stones 
should be controlled. The number of agencies and groups on the mountain should be 
reduced and the number of year-long inhabitants should be controlled. All enter- 
prises and departments unrelated to tourism should be ordered to move away or be 
converted to different lines of production. The road signs should be put in order 
and traffic management should be improved to limit the number of cars going up the 
mountain. Blowing horns should not be allowed in the visitors’ areas. Sanitation 
should be strengthened by adding public latrines and trash collectors. As quickly 
as possible, environmental monitoring stations should be established to provide the 
scientific bases for proceeding with the necessary measures of comprehensive treat- 
ment and control to improve the environment of Mt Lushan. 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


MORE POPULARIZATLON OF ENVIRONMENTAL KNOWLEDGE URGED 
Guangzhou HUANJING [ENVIRONMENT] in Chinese No 2, 1980 pp 2-3 


{Article by Li Chaobo [2621 6389 0130], Vice Chairman of State Capital Committee, 
Otfice Chief of Council of Ministers Environmental Protection Leadership Group, and 
President of China Environmental Sciences Society: "Make a Major Effort to Spread 
Knowledge of Environmental Science") 


(Text) Spreading knowledge of environmental sciences is an important component of the 
great strategic task of raising the scientific and cultural level of the whole people. 
Our coutnry's first Environmental Protection Law specifies: "The cultural propaganda 
departments must energetically develop propaganda and education on environmental 
sciences, increase the masses' knowledge of environmental protection work and improve 
their scientific and technical level.” Following the promulgation of this law, our 
country's environmental work entered a new stage, with the result that the need for 
dissemination of environmental knowledge has become much more pressing. 


Environmental science is a brand new science. it is an important indication of the 
broadening and deepening of science and technology in the 1960's and a necessary 
product of human society as it has developed to the present period. Ever since its 
emergence it has been very active, and it has quickly estabiished close ties with 

the relevant fields of natural and social science, producing many new interdiscip) inary 
fields such as environmental sociology, environmental geography, environmental biology, 
environmental medicine, environmental chemistry, environmental physics and environ- 
mental engineering. it has both developed its own scientific system and enriched ail 
of its sister sciences. 


In recent years, this country's environmental science has received a high level of 
attention from the party and state and has developed very rapidly. Many scientists 

of the older generation and young scientific and technical workers have opened up 

new territories for it and spurred it on, creating a gratifying state of affairs. 
However, it is altogether too young a science. In this country's flourishing grove 

of scientific societies, the Environmental Sciences society is a new shoot which first 
sprouted in the spring of 1979. Because environmental science is new and people 

are not very familiar with it, we need to do an especial amount of work to introduce 
it rapidly and colioquially to the mase-s. 


Why do the broad masses of the people need to know about environmental science? Be- 
cause it is very closely involved with every one of us. Although everyone lives in 
a certain environment and encounters the environment every day, this does not mean 
that we have really come to know it scientifically. Nature, which seems so 


26 














commonplace, has always developed according to its own intringic laws, euch as the 
laws of circulation of energy and of material cycles in the natural environmental 
ayatem, the lawa of environmental equilibrium and the like. Natural laws do not 
change at man's will, and any deviation from natural laws, even the smallest, can only 
lead to chaos, For example, the self=-purifying capabilities of such environmental 
factors as water, air and soil have particular limite, and only if discharges of 
pollutants are kept within the limite can environmental equilibrium be maintained, 
producing a favorable situation for human habitation. If the limite are exceeded, the 
environmental equilibrium may be disrupted, leading to a series of grave consequences 
which will do harm to plants, animals and man, Again, forests are “nature's main 
control room," with the functions of cleaning air, regulating climate, preserving 
soil and wate: and the like. If forests are sharply decreased as a result of fires, 
land reclamation or indiscriminate cutting, the result will be a series of changes 
Buch a8 atmospheric pollution, climatic abnormalities, and soil erosion, which will 
degrade the natural environment. 





The reason for humanity's unremitting labor is the hope of creating a better and 
better life. But if we do not have a deep awareness of the secrets of the natural 
world and if we break nature's laws, we may bring on various catastropties at the 
very time that we are creating riches. When we talk of “man's triumph cver nature,” 
this must be based on a thorough knowledge and grasp of objective laws. Only by 
knowing these objective laws can man consciously utilize them to bring benefits to 
humanity. 


Since the life of each one of us is dependent on the environment, we cannot ignore 

the condition of the environment, and we have the duty and obligation to protect it 
and improve it. One of our important environmental protection principles is “every- 
one must pitch in,” and accordingly we first must make everyone understand why they 
should scientifically protect and improve the environment and how to do it. At 
present, the water resources crisis, the large decreases in land and forest resources, 
grave atnospheric pollution, and the rapid growth of cities have already become the 
"ost urgent environmental problems worldwide. Our task in environmental protection 
work is, in this country's socialist modernization construction, to carry on compre- 
hensive planning to make rational use of the natural environment and natural resources, 
to prevent pollution and environmental damage, to create a clean and suitable living 
and working environment for the people, to protect the people's health and to stimulate 
economic development. If, at a time when the whole country is speeding up socialist 
modernization construction with unprecedented resolve and action, we cause more and 
more people to acquire and grasp environmental sciences, we will be able to give 
ereater weight to environmental protection in all types of work, do more things that 
benefit the environment, and avoid pollution and environmental damage at all costs. 
Accordingly we can say that the time when knowledge of environmental science is 
broadly disseminated will be the time when environmental protection work is univer- 
sally promoted. 


The scope of environmental science vast, it takes in a multitude of phenomena, 

ind it is just beginning to develop; many problems are still awaiting profound inves- 
tigation. The spread of environmental knowledge will inevitably make more and more 
yeuple concerned about and interested in it, which will help environmental science 
itself to flourish and progress. It is entirely reasonable to predict that when 


existing knowledge in environmental science is disseminated, we will assuredly 
be able to raise environmental knowledge to a new and higher stage, resulting in some 
new branches of environmental science. 








Since spreading environmental knowledge is so important and urgent, we hope that 
acientific workers, educators, propagandists, scientific popularizers, environmental 
management personnel and technical personnel in all areas, who are concerned about 
environmental protection, will be interested in, support and take part in this work. 


Because newness is a characteristic of environmental ecience, everyone finde it 
unfamiliar, unlike some older sciences which people more or less know about. Accord- 
ingly, we should start propagandizing with the most obvious and straightforward 
environmental knowledge. This means carrying out some basic education, At present 
although there are already some simple, colloquial, extensively illustrated popular 
reading materials in environmental science, they are not yet in wide circulation, 
work in this area should be extensively pursued. 


Another characteristic of environmental science is that it is highly integrated. it 
ss related to almost all the natural sciences and to many socia) sciences. According- 
ly, in addition to publishing some specialized environmental science popularization 
magazines, it is to be hoped that publications and journals in various fields will 
introduce relevant environmental science knowledge in connection with popularization 
of their own fields. This can help stimulate the interpenetration of environmental 
science and the other sciences. 


in its broad significance, protecting the environment is social benefaction. Just as 
we foster other kinds of social benefaction, we should make people understand the 
importance of environmental protection from an early age and should nurture relevant 
habits and qualities. Accordingly, we must give particular attention to environmental 
science popularization and education among children and youth. Material on environ- 
mental science should be added to elementary and secondary school cou’ ses, and 
specific activities for children and youth pursued, such as environmental protection 
summer camps, Communist Youth League and Pioneer environmental protection topic days, 
and nature protection activities of interest to children and youth. At the same 
time, we must use all propaganda tools, including radio, television, films and the 
press, for environmental science popularization and education among the broad masses 
of the people, creating the excellent social custom that “everyone has a responsibility 
to protect the environment.” 





The content of the popularization work should be focused on how to prevent environ- 
mental pollution and damage. All comrades engaged in environmental! protection work 
have a common perception, namely that “pollution is easy and treatment difficult.’ 
if the natural environment suffers pollution and damage, it will take a long tim 
for it to recover, and in some cases it will not be able to recov.r. In addition, 
the danger to human health presented by some pollutants only becomes known after 

a rather long period of concealment. Accordingly, we must do preventive work to 
the full extent of our strength and set up a prevention-oriented environmental nman- 
agement system. If after we both make a major effort in dealing with existing 
pollution sources and spread knowledge of environmental science, we then make an 
effort to prevent new pollution sources from arising, our country's environmental 
quality wiil be able to improve steadily. 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


GUANGDONG CALLS FOR PROTECTING NATURAL RESOURCES, MAINTAINING ECOLOGICAL BALANCE 
Guangzhou NANFANG RIBAO in Chinese 24 Sep 80 p 2 


[Text] Not long ago, Guangdong Province called a Continental Ecology Symposium 
which produced a letter to plead for “protecting natural resources and maintaining 
the ecological balance." The scientists are shouting in a loud voice in the hope 
that the leaders of various ranks, the vast number of cadres, and the masses 

will strive to protect and develop forests so as to restore and establish the 
bionomic environment. 


The letter of appeal proposes the following: 


(1) Strengthen leadership and formulate good plans: It is suggested that a 
Guangdong Provincial Environmental and Natural Resources Protection Committee 
directly subordinate to the Provincial People's Government should be established 
with secondary agencies to plan and manage the natural resources and ecological 
balance plans of the entire province. Based upon the province's natural and 
resources situation, an overall plan should be formulated quickly that is suitable 
for the bionomic system for the reasonable development of the resources. The 
development must be in accordance with natural and economic principles to achieve 
a reasonable arrangement of agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, fishery, and 
auxiliary industry. All future resources development projects and large scale 
engineering construction schemes must first be reviewed by specialists and approved 
by the Environmental Protection Committee. 


(2) With respect to allout environmental protection and development of forest 
resources, the avail-ble forest resources are deficient and the distribution is 
uneven; therefore, a strict protectionist policy should be implemented to prohibit 
abusive logging. The amount of logging must be strictly controlled to reduce 
consumption of forest resources. The premature and baby forests must be attentively 
nurtured, While efforts must be exerted to enclose the mountains to foster forest 
growth, mass afforestation movements must be launched at the same time. Water 
resource forests, protective forests, water and soil conservancy forests, etc. should 
be constructed in suitable places and to protect against specific damages. At 
present, it is especially important to build firewood and charcoal producing forests 
$0 aS to resolve the people's problems of construction needs and fuel needs. 


(3) Natural preserves must be stabilized and devel.uped. The province now has a 
little over 10 natural preserves. Their areas are small, their management 


31 





organization is poor, and the management level is not high. There are various 
degrees of interference and destruction. There is a need to consolidate and improve 
and the areas must be expanded. The authors suggest the establishment of a 
group of protected regions in Jiulianshan, Dongtao of the Xisha Islands, etc. With 
regard to Dinehushan Natural Preserve, which is listed in UNESCO's Man and Animal 
ircle should be especially vigilantly managed to resolve the contradiction between 
tourism and setentiftic research, to eliminate interference, and to guarantee the 
normal progress of scientific research. 


(4) Scientific research of the natural bionomic system must be developed, to 
Clarify the current condition of the ecological environment of the province as 
juickily as possible and to search for the principle of evolvement of the natural 

lo,ical system and the tunction of the forest ecological system in ecological 
tlance for the goal of restoring and maintaining ecological balance in the province 
and tor providing a scientific foundation for the development of agriculture, 
forests, and animal husbandry production. 


by 


2) Propaganda education should be seriously carried out. Through such media as 
newspapers, broadcasting stations, science popularization and report meetings, etc., 
propaganda education of forest protection and natural resources protection should 

be extensively developed to raise the consciousress of the cadres and the masses 
regarding the protection of forests and natural resources, especially the protection 
of valuable and rare animal and plant resources. As quickly as possible, the 
curriculum of biology for middie school students should be restored and strengthened 
completely. The young should be taught from elementary school onward to develop a 
new vogue of loving the forests and living things and of protecting all species 

of birds and animals. Groups and individuals that are actively protecting the 
environment and natural resources should be honored and awarded. 


(6) The rule of law should be strengthened. Presently, such behavior as abusive 


logging and random killing of birds and animale should be strictly forbidden so as 
to protect forests and natural resources. The laws of the state concerning forest 


and evironmental protection should be seriously enforced. When there is a iaw, 
it must be obeyed and violation of the law must be prosecuted in order to maint 
law and order and guarantee that the green mountains and blue waters will exist 


forever, the rains and winds will be favorable, a long life and abuncant harvests 
will be enjoyed by all to achieve a rich nation and a prosperous people and t: 
create a blissful life for posterity. 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


CONFERENC. ©N WATER CONSERVANCY WORK HELD 


HK220618 Xian Shaanxi Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 17 Nov 80 


Excerpts) The Shaanxi provincial government recently held a provincial water conservancy 
nference in Hu County. lhe meeting summed up the experiences and lessons of the past 

1 veat in water ‘ ncoy work and proposed the future principles and tasks for this 

work during the readjustment period and the arrangements tor work this winter and next 

spring. ihe cunterence Aeid lo continue to do a good Job in water conservancy work, it 

i irrentily necessary to handle well the following relations: 

! Between long-term and short-term interests. Some comrades reported: Due to the fact 

that Shaanxi suffered serious drought and other disasters from last year's autumn sowine 

to this year's summer harvest, output of grain and oil was reduced and the income of many 


mmunes and brigades fell. It is quite right to actively develop industry and sideline 
ipations so as to increase income. However, some cadres and masses have gone away 


their units to make money without paying any regard to water conservancy work and 
urrent production. his is wron; fo correctly handle the relations between long-term 
ind s rt-term interests, it 1 vwcessary to solve current difficulties and increase 
income, and also assign ma wer ¢t ntinue to do a good job in water conservancy work 
me urrent pr ici 
Retween harnessi water nd improving the soil on the one hand and storing water 
the other. Northen inxi lies on the loess plateau, and about 800 million tons 
silt re washed int the ianghe every year in that area. Southern Shaanxi used to 
ive greet ountair ir waters, it soil erosion there is now growing ever more 
eT 1S we ft the merit { industrial and agricultural construction and the destruc- 
forests for ' re mation, in some places, the mountains are now bare and the 
Waters turbid. I eit t vj es attached much importance ¢t water conservancy 
ittie« ¢ water Corp ind paid much attention to engineering measures but Littl. 
i] measures. i result, reservoirs have silted up and dams have oliapsed. 
Liang stat] . t t ‘ rcent f the reservoirs have died ren » in 
ect i with the rovi Ss re ties, in the tuture we must correctly handle the 
t tweet ing water improving il on the ne hand and storing water 
t he ther. We rn t _ b in planning, using and protecting water sources. 


\) 
\s 








ys Between water cong@ervancy onatruction and deve loping foreatry, animal husbandry, 
iid indigenous products. Some comrades from Yulin and Yanan Pretectures and a number 


f counttes in southern Shaanxi reported: In the past 2 years we have reatructured 
imriculture, readjusted the cropping arrangements and attached importance to developing 
orestry, animal husbandry and tadigenous products Thies is completely necessary. 


However, we certainly cannot on that account neglect water conservan y construction and 
the achievement of a gradual increase in grain production. We must correctly handle 
the relations between agricultural water conservancy capital construction and forestry, 


‘ 


animal husbandry and indigenous products, base our work on improving the conditions 
,* 


for | i) ageicultural production, and create conditions for great development of 
agcicuiture, forestry, animal husbandry and indigenous products. 


‘ between water conservancy and the establishment of various production responsibiity 
etems. Leading comrades at all levels must conduct investigation and study, constantly 


study the new conditions, sum up the new experiences and solve the new problems, and 
vid still better guidance for water conservancy work. 


Vice Governor Bai Zhimin oresided at this meeting and delivered a work report. Jiang 


fi, Lu Jianren and Bai wWenhua, responsible comrades of the provincial CCP Committee and 


government, attended and spoke. 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 





REFINERY «.JUCES POLLUTION, SAVES ENERGY 


OW251240 Beijing XINHUA in English 1233 GMT 25 Nov 80 


\Text] Beijing, 25 Nov (XINHUA)--The Yanshan General Petro-Chemical Company, which runs 

t "Bast Is Red” oil refinery in Belling, said today that a new torch base at the 

refinery has sharply ¢ ed pollutton from the plant and is helping to save on fuel. 

LOW-pressure gas, wh! was tormerly burnt off as waste, is now led into a gas tank to 
ré vered as usuable energy. When production of exhaust is unusually high, the 


eases break through 4 water Seal and enter the torch system where they are ignited 


it iti } 
Before the installati f the new equipment che plant burned off inf.ammable gas 
equivalent in energy ¢ - tons of fuel oil a year. 
A s esman for the Yanshar mpany said that the new torch base has been operating for 
two months and is recovering usable g@s at a rate equivalent to 2,000 tons of 
a vear. The ld refinery stack burning sooty waste gas night and day is now 
it r f ct past ‘ i lid 
The catalvti JOTKS » at the refinery re cles waste carbon monoxide to stimulate 
mbustior f waste gases during the regeneration of catalytic agents, instead of adding 
S ti ( aiG 
The technique is saving art stimated 6, tons of diesel oil a vear and reducing the 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


, FINED FOR MPING POLLUTANTS 
| 2 GUANGMING RIBAU in Chinese 22 Sep 80 p i 
Article “Wuhan fines Uni tor Dumping Pollutante in Excess of Standards” | 
, Text} ince June, Wuhan City has implemented the rule of charging fees from units 


for dumping pollutants in excess of the standards of the city. This method has ef- 


fectively promoted the work of controlling environmental pollution. 


The leaders of some factories and enterprises within the city of Wuhan had been 
apathetic about the rule by law Since the environmental protection law was enacted 
they had taken the attitude of wait-and-see, and would not activeiy carry out the 
work of controlling the three wastes, or they had been dragging their feet and pro- 
ceeded extremely slowly. They knew very well that they acted against the law in 
using extra-Legal means to construct factordes of serious pollution problems in 
scenic and densely populated areas. These attitudes caused discontent among the 
marer For the purpose of solemniy entorcing the environmentai protection law and 
carrving out the work of environmental protection weil in Wuhan City, the city's 
people's grove Trment resoived to collect diecharge fees from all unite of factories 
and enterprises, including those belonging ¢t the central government, the province, 
and the military, that are discharging poisonous and harmful pollutants in th its 
in excess of the standards. Those who delay or refuse to pay the tees are 

fined a penaity doubling the fee or are to be order to stop production and siar' 


tion « tro, 
Following tm@plementation of this resolution by the Wuhan City Government, the 
mite were greatiy shaken. They all started to move to Go @ g00G %» of polluti 
mtroi ome units that had had no organization specializing in environmental pro- 
tection have now establiahe teams and Support groups to carry out the work of con- 
trolling the three wastes concretely. Some factories and enterprises also [tormuiate 
environmental protection rules and methods, based upon the actual concition of the 
uA ‘3 % Aa t jeal with environmental ontrol as an important item of wort 

f the industry. The inghat istrict has 14 units with serious three waste 
lution problems, a: 2 of these have formulated control schemes and concrete mea- 
sures Many unit ave accelerated their schedule of control programs. me unit 
ha als jiepatched persons to learn new pollution control techniques and procedures 
a a 6to h6Traise their environmental protection work to 4a new .evei. 
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\j i | MELL ING HE i mmend advanced units and exchange experience 
romot ; tation work thia winter and next epring, the heie; 
ina ople’ yermment heid 4 mobliigation meeting on planting tre 
1 ifban serea | the Municipa@saity at the (Zhang) iang) theater on thre 
R ‘ embet Reasponea il ie mradgea ot he part », ROoVveTnment nc 
j “os inc Netel Municipaiityv ae weil asa reaponsibi« comrades 
irt nt A reaus concerned of the province, the provincia: 
istrict a ® municipal garrison command attended the meetii 
au , vice tm f Hetei Municipality and deput. hief ene inee? 
irdening and Landscaping Bureau, made a mobilization repo! 
. eect wm hi report, © summed up the achievements in pianting 
the municipaiit uring the iast year and put torwarde the atforesta- 
t r tt winter and next spring. it is planned that the masses 
the micipality wil lant £U,U00 trees, afforest 600 mu of iand and 
tivate . ,U lusters of f.owers and iU0U,000 square meters of grassiarn 
this winter and next spring. (|Pxcerpts OW220544 Hefei Anhui Provincial 
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BAHRA LS 


BRIEFS 
r ‘Ali Fakhru, Bahreoin @ man.ster of Health, said 
" i ick that orig.sznated from the Saudi driliing site at 
bute he northeastern shores of the Bahrain archipelag 
ifter returnine from an investigative tour, that the oil slick 
jives One art of it, lving at a diatance of 26 km off 
Dp ed the coast of Bahrain island, then withdrew in a 
Thies made possible a reduction of the slick's density through 
The second half, whose density was greater, ilies 32 km 
» neading towards the sea bottom. On the other hand, 
7 onnections with the Bahrain government ciarified that 
whict riginated from the same piace and spread to the shores 
f jas Auguet, inflicted enormous costs on the country to 
Eftorte to clean up the coasts, the total cost of which 
wer ommiesioned by the joint Saudi-American mpany 
Bahrain Petroleum Company Text ‘Kuwait AL-QABAS in 
ha 4 











CAMEROON 


DESERTIFLCATION REPRESENTS NATIONAL PERIL 
Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE in French 5 Nov 80 p 6 
l\Article by Fabien Edogue! 


[Text] A meeting on the 1980 version of Operation Green Sahel, which assembled the 
provincial water and forestry commissioner, the head of the provincial work site of 
the forestry and fish culture fund, officials from the ministries of education and 
of youth and eports and some of their close colleagues, was held in the conference 
room of the northern province under the chairmanship of Sadjo Angokay, secretary 
general of the northern province representing the governor who was unable to attend. 


The agenda included: a technical report on the execution of the operation; the 
financial situatio..; and examination of the program for the maintenance and protection 
of parcels already planted. 


In his report, the head of the forestry fund work site said that even though land 
preparation activities begin in the month of May, the planting activity properly 
speaking does not start until the month of August. This state of affaires is due 
principally to the fact that funds are not released on a timely basis and reach 
them late. 


Nevertheless, several reforestation work sites which opened between 1977 and 

were listed. These are principally the Garoua reforestation work site which | 

called the shade work site and which covers 20 hectares; Guider, 7 hectares; Mavo- 
Oulo, 10 hectares; and Poli, 2 hectares. Benove department has a total of 39 
replanted hectares. In other departments, mention was made of Diamare, with a ‘ota’ 
of 65 replanted hectares, and 38 expansion hectares; Margui-Wandale with 50 replanted 
hectares; Kogone and Chari with 45 hectares, including 33 hectares in Kousseri; Mayo 
Danai with 63 hectares, including 63 hectares in Yagoua; and Doukala with 20 planted 
hectares. 


Planted Areas 


When it is realized that | hectare can contain 1,100 seedlings in the Sahelian 
region, one obtains some idea of the size of the planted areas. Unfortunately, 

large losses have been reported, particularly in Margui-Wandala, losses due prin- 
cipally to the dryness of the soil, the drop in rainfall and above all to brushfires. 





Obam Adolphe, head of the northern water and forestry conservatfon organization, 
said in hie presentation that the fatlure of some reforestation work sites was due 


to the soll, He advocated a preliminary pedology analysis to determine their 
deficiencies in minerale and to prevent the selection of such sites on a timely 
basis. 


According to the provincial conservator of water and forests, in spite of the 
adaptability and (frugality of certain apecies, the edaphic factor plays a determinant 
role in the success or failure of reforestation work. He expressed the hope that 


good land would be selected by the technicians, without regard for political con- 
sideratio In view of the vast expanses which guest be re‘orested every year and 
the state very limited resources, Obam thought this recommendation was of capital 
importance for the success of reforestation work. 

within the framework of the campaign against the advance of the desert and for proper 


reforestation, Obam recommended that modification of the sociological character of 

a species be avoided, to select suitable land and to respect the temperament of the 
species, He stressed the need for maintenance of the plantations and, in this regard, 
advised that they be protected against brushfires and grazing. 


Sadjo Angokay called the attention of the participants to the danger represented by 
bruehfires and asked the heads of reforestation work sites to ensure the protection 
of the plantations. He expressed concern over the fact that existing trees had a 
tendency to wither under the effect of soil degradation. 
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MOZAMB LQUE 


PROSPECTIVE RAINS WILL ALLEVLATE DROUGHT CONDITIONS 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 15 Nov 80 p ] 


[Excerpts] The Mozambique Meteorological Service predicts that within the 

next < weeks scattered downpoure will take place north of the Zambezi and 
heavy rains wili tall south of the river, If indeed true, this could spawn 

a degree of optimism regarding the drought conditions affecting two-thirds 

of the country’s provinces. The scattered squalls in some central and northern 
provinces will be the result of a tropical cyclone originating from the west 
coast of the southern Atiantic which will cause a cold front north of the 
Zambezi River. 


The provinces south of the Zambezi River will also experience heavy rains 
se a result of a cold front. 


The beginning of this rainy cycle, according to the Mozambique Meteorological 
Service, wiii bring a marked improvement in climatic conditions, especially 
in the region south of the Zambezi where vast areas affected by the drought 
in the provinces of Tete, Sofalia, inhambane, Gaza and Maputo will experience 
a change of conditions likely to mitigate the effects of this natura! 
calamity. 


The provinces iocated south of the Save River--those that have been most affeccteu 
by the drought--have also been those that have registered the largest precipi- 
tation during this year. According to information provided by the Metecoro. 
Service, the provinces of Inhambane, Gaza and Maputo (as well as the southern 
part of the province of Sofala) have benefited from the rainfall more than 
the other provinces of the suntry. 


Despite the fact that this vear has seen the worst drought so tar in the pro- 
vince of Maputo, the rate of precipitation has been the highest in the past 
“ veats. 


Meanwhile, according to the Meteorological Service, prospects for the planting 
s@ason appear to have improved, and permit a degree of cautious optimism in 
regard to the next harvest season. 











NATURAL RESOURCES BO..RD ISSUES INTERIM REPORT 


Salisbury THE HERALD in English 15 Nov 80 p 4 


(Article by David Brightman] 


‘Text) “WHILE there is no 


~~ & 


os 


cause for concern in 
the pollution field, 
ocither is there any 
room for complacen 
cy,” says the Natural 
Resources Board's En- 
vironmental Conserv» 
tion Committee, in an 
mterim report recently 


circulated, 


“The situation needs 
constant wupemotional 
vigiance to ensure a 
satiafactory future. and 
the committee still has 
plenty of work to do,” it 
goes on to say 

As one of the NRB's 
several commuttees ia- 
vestigating and advising 
on the protection of the 
complete range of natural 
resources. the Enviroo- 
mental Conservation Com- 
mittee, chaired by Pro- 
fessor Geoffrey Bond. will 
have an imcreasiog!y im- 
portant role to piay ia 
monitoring the qua.tty of 
our environment 

Further industrial and 
urban 3 - development 2 
Zambabwe la beth essen- 
tial and igescapabie but 
there wll be bo excuse U 
it brings in ite wake the 
kind of pollution problems 
that have beget the de 
veloned world 


We can learn 4 great 
deal from the highly io- 
dustrialised nations’ prob 
‘ema which arose through 
\eborance, or 
sheer ciaventinge Tess 


scientific know! 
laboratory f to 
avoid these mistakes, 

And the attitude of 
management (including 
municipalities) is gen- 
erally v good, it con- 
tinves Management has 
real appreciation of pol- 
lution problems and a will 
to deal effectively with 
them ” 

The report recognise 
that they are geouinely 
handicapped by manpower 
Shortages, scarcity 
foreign currency and de- 
preased profits, lmita- 
tions which may be eased 
with the return to sormal 
conditions. 

“There ts « sense of 
awareness among Wp «x- 
ecut ves of ther frespom 
sibiltues for the future, 
which & encouraging.” it 
fiates 

Local problems still 
exist. however, Some have 
been satisfactorily resolved 
by the catalytic action of 
the NIB through spe 
claly arranged meetings 
of al) the parties con- 
cerned The report recom- 
mends Unat this approach 


should be tried whemever 
possibie, since it tes 


‘tual trust under- 
“DE 
Me report discusses 
broad 06 and de- 
fMnitions of pollutica, aad 
impact of 


examines the 


forma of pollution, 
over which we have little 
control. It then goes op to 
consider the local situa- 
tions in respect of air, 
water, pesticide and aoise 
pollution 


industry gives rise to con- 
cern 
in of te damage, ds 
mi , 
turbance and stress fac- 
tors of poise pollution 
reports that hearing 
Gamage can occur at dis- 
» to con- 
to a sound measuring de- 
vice for these places, and 
if a limit is ex- 
cee the discotheque 
will be closed. 


fears, however, that (the 


Water pollution ls, gen- 
erally speakiag, 
adequately controlled and 
monitored, though the 


turted to see a Sumber of 
exemptions from the pol- 
lutioa costrol reguiations 
being extended Sewage 
Gisposal is generally being 
handled efficient!y and its 
use for irrigation of both 
pastures aod crops is on 
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BRIEFS 


FRUIT TREES PLANTED--Bulawayo--Talk of the green, green grass of home could scarcely 
conjure up thoughts of the ZIPRA and ZANLA camps in Bulawayo's Entumbane suburb... 
but the men chere are working on it. For work just begun in all four camps which 
house members of the two former guerilla armies should transform them from dusty, 
barren barrack blocks into villages of leafy lanes and lawns. The men are to pant 
1 000 trees and two commercial companies are willing to sponsor the project, The 
physical work is being done by the men in the camps with guidance from the Bulawayo 
Housing and Community Services parks officer, Mr Gerhard Georg, Yesterday Mr Georg 
and Major Mike Hickman of Brady Barracks, went to the camps to show some of the men 
exactly where and how the trees should be planted. Major Hickman said: "We have 
decided to plant fruit trees as they are able to provide dual benefits. "All the 
camps will be doing this simultaneousiy.” It was part of a continuing schewe 
which should make the camps far more attractive, There will be citrus trees, 
mulberries, mangoes, guavas and possibly some fig trees. The first will be planted 
on December 6 as part of National Tree Planting Day. (Text) (Salisbury THE HERALD 
in English 25 Nov 80 p 11) 
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FINLAND 


WATER AUTHORIVY FINDS CENTRAL AREA RIVERS CONTAMINATED 
Heleinki UUSI SUDMI in Finnish 31 Oct 80 bd 7 
\[Article: “Man-Made Lakes In Pohjanmaa: Reservoirs of Mercury" |] 


(Text) The appearance of mercury and other environmental pollutants is being stud- 
ied in the water districts of Vaasa, Kokkola, and Oulu. These districts include the 
Liikapuro basin in J@lasjarvi, the Kalajarvi basin in Peraseinajoki, the Pitkamo 
basin in Kurikka, the Kivi- and Levalampi basin in Jurva, the Varpula basin and the 
Hirvijarvi basin in Nurmo, the Patana basin in Veteli, the Ventjarvi basin in Hal- 
suo, the Vissavesi basin in Kaustinen, the Korpisenjarvi and Juurikanjarvi basin 

in Reisjarvi, the Hautapera, Kuonanjarvi, and Settijarvi basins in Haapajarvi, the 
Kortteinen basin in Piippola, the man-made basin of Uljua in Pulkkila, and the Hapaa- 
jarvi basin in Raahe. 


In connection with this study hair samples of people living in the areas affected 
by the basins in question are being taken for determining mercury content. 


High Levels of Mercury Content 


An average content of 2.3 milligrams of mercury per kilo of fish has been confirmed 
in pike found in the Kalajarvi basin of Peraseinajoki in the studies of the Water 
Authority. In the Firvijarvi basin in Nurmo the average mercury content was 1.9 
milligrams, in the Kivi- and lLevalampi basins of Jurva the content was 2.0 milli- 
Grams, and in the Venetijarvi basin of Halsua it was 1.0 milligrams. 


Fish containing more than 1 milligram of mercurv must not be used for human consum- 


tion according to the Central Medical Board. If the mercury content is 0.51.0 
milligrams, such fish should not he used for food more than once a week. 


Even Kemijarvi (Lake Kemi) Is Questionable 


The Central Medical Board also recommends that the amount of predatory fish con- 
sumed from Lake Kemi not exceed more than 0.5 kilos a week. 


The same limit was placed last Mav on the consumption of fish from the Porttipahta 
basin. The recommendation in question is still in effect. 


According to 4 very recent studv the average mercury content of pike from the Portti- 
pahtea basin in Sodankyla as well as Kemijarvi is more than 0.5 milligrams per kilo. 








Rather high mercury contents were also measured in pike from Sodankyla's Loka basin 
and Pulkkila Uljua basin, but are not enough to cause the imposition of consumption 
Limite, 


Hair Is a Good Gauge 


A atudy of hair samples taken from people who had eaten fish caught in the Loka and 
Porttipahti basins was continued last spring in the National Health Laboratory. It 
is known that mercury accummulates in the hair and that hair reflects the damage 
caused by mercury to an organism rather accurately. 


The mercury content of the hair samples studied fluctuated between 0.23 mg/kg and 
21.4 nqg/kq. 


The averace mercury content of hair samples from people who had not eaten any fish 
was 0.35 mg/kg, 2.25 ma/kq in people who had eaten only a little of the fish, 4.25 
mq/kq in people who had eaten the fish once a week, 5.65 mg/kg in people who had 
eaten the fish more than once a week, and 11.40 mg/kg in the hair samples of indi- 
viduals who had eaten a lot of the fish. 


The studies indicate that the hair samples are a rather accurate gauge of mercury 
content in relation to the amount of fish consumed. 


According to theoretical calculations when the symptoms of mercury poisoning began 
to appear in more sensitive individuals in connection with the Minamata catastrophe 
in Japan, the mercury content of their hair was approximately 60 milligrams per 
kilo. 


In Finland Minamata disease has not been confirmed to be the result of fish con- 
sumption. In Finland diseases resulting from mercury are of an industrial nature. 


New Man-Made Lakes Are the Worst 


At yesterday's press conference given by the Water Authoritv and the Central Mecical 
Board Agency Chief Reino Laaksonen presented a rather extensive explanation of : 
curv research conducted so far with respect to fish. Thev were initiatec last yeor 


for the purpose of studying basins and man-made lakes when it was learned iron 
American observations that mercury appears in the fish of newly made man-made iaxe. 
in particular. According to the study mercury seeps into the water apparently from 
the crust of the earth when new areas are placed under water. In this way mercury 
enters the nutrient chain. 


In follow-up studies the Water Authority, the Central Medical Board, and the Minis- 
try of Agriculture and Forestry have agreed to collect fish samples from 18 man- 
made basins in Pohjanmaa and from 10 comparison areas. 


The collection of fish samples has begun and the results will be completed by the 
end of this year. 


Pollutants Other Than Mercury 


General Manager Simo Jaatinen of the Water Authority assumed that pollutants other 
than mercury will also be found in the man-made lakes and their fish in further 
studies. 








The Water Authority has been conducting mercury content studies primarily on pike 
already since the beginning of the 1970's. 


A systematic study and observation of fish excretions was begun in 1978. ihis study 
includes 89 locations in an observation network covering the whole country. Sub- 


stances being measured in addition to mercury include cadmiun, lead, zinc, DDT, and 
PCH. 


One -hundred-seventeen pike from 10 different locations have been collected and anal- 
yzed r the study dealing with the concentration of mercury in fish from man-made 
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PROVINCE ENVIRONMENT CHIEF QUITS OVER BUDGET COMPLAINT 


Several Officials Dissatisfied 
elsinki H®LSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 6 Oct 80 p @ 
article: "Eavironmenta! Year Did Not Receive Favor in the National Budget: 
Provincial Protection Offices Not Established" ] 


[Text] In spite of worried talk about che Environmental Year, environmental! 
protection will have to get along with one official in the government of each 
province. The environmental protection offices composed of three persons will not 
be established in provincial governments as it appears now. The 2 million marks 
needed to establish them were not provided for in next year's budget. 


since the Ministry of Environment has been buried temporarily, conservation 
irganizations will attempt to get the work started in the provinces, as "no 
one has yet opposed it." 


The intention was to establish a separate environmental protection office in 1] 
provincial governments, in which an office manager, an environmental inspector 

and a conservation inspector would be working. There was even talk of a waste- 
disposal engineer and an office secretary. 

The Center Party, the SKDL [Finnish People's Democratic Union], and the SDI 

[Social Democratic Party] demanded these offices in their official statemencs. 

The executive committee of the Center Party took a positive stand in the spring, anc 
the SKDL and SDP in the summer. The RKP [Swedish People's Party] was also positive 


Nature Lovers Surprised 


"The failure to budget for environmental protection offices was a complete surprise. 
seemed idiotic, since the government parties were warmly in favor," says Ismo 
fuormaa, press secretary of the Finnish Conservation Union. 


The government parties changed their position when the proposal met with opposition 
in the Ministry of Finance and when Arno Hannus, a division head in the Ministry of 
Interior renewed the old plan for establishing a separate section in provincial 
governments to take care of planning, construction, and housing, as well as 
environmental matters. 


"An office for planning, construction, and housing activities as wel! as tor 
environmental protection would clearly be more appropriate than the establishment 
f a separate office, from the point of view of environmental protection as 


well," says Hannus. 











“Another oftice, separate from the others, would further scatter contro! of 
environmental matters, whereas they should rather be brought together at all 
levels: in the national central government, at the intermediate level, and 
in municipal governments." 


Means Will Now Be Claritied 


"The government took an extension of time, during which it will be clarified how 
environmental control in provincial governments can best be developed," says Hannus. 


New secticn. re planned for the 1982 budget. Next year we can get by somehow with 
existing personnel in Hannus's opinion. For example, no law about protection of the 
atmosphere has yet been passed, It will, however, be very difficult to perform 

the tasks of implementing the waste disposal law. 


Press secretary Tuormaa compares the idea of these sections with the building of 
St Peter's Basilica, and he fears that a big undertaking will delay fatefully the 
beginning and development of environmental protection. 


A new section would also weaken the independent position of environmental protection. 
"It is to be feared that the section would be headed by someone with the view-point 
of an engineer or lawyer, in which case the views of the environmental protection 
office could differ from those of the section head." 


"Environmental protection lacks political will. It is perceived as being of small 
Signi.icance. Even a small amount of doubt in making a decision about environmental 
policy can stop an undertaking," says Tuormaa. 


Nature lovers calculate that the parties which claim to be friends of the environment 
have already spent more for outdoor advertisements in the municipal elections than 
would have been needed to establish the offices. 


Need for Offices Clear 

"In proposing a section one must start from correct principles. Partial solutions 
should not be made before the whole direction is clear," says Olli Ojala, head 

of the environmental protection section in the Ministry of Interior. 

Nevertheless, he considers the failure of the office proposal regrettable. ‘'The 
employment situation in the provincial governments is so unstable and the need for 


the offices is so clear, that there was good reason to establish the offices." 


"Environmental protection requires people, no matter what is said about increasing 


bureaucracy. Laws cannot be implemented without officials," says Ojala. 
He also fears that the environmental offices will be further delayed and that the 
game played in the 1970's will continue. "Even officials lose credibility when 


nothing is accomplished," he says. 
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Hame Chief Cites Underataffing 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 6 Oct 80 p 8 


[Article by Raija Kaikkonen: "'One Swallow Doesn't Make a Summer,' Even in 


“7 


Environmental Protection" ] 


(Text) Dr Erkki Kellomaki, environmental-protection inspector for Hame province, 
is upset and angry. He is not even encouraged by the statement of nature lovers 
that “he is a good man." 


Ke. Lomaki is upset by the hopeless situation of an environmental-protection inspector. 


"Tt is not enough that the inspector be ‘a good man'; he would have to be a mental 
giant to take care of the tasks piled on him. The other alternative is that the 
tasks are not taken care of The ‘other alternative’ is in effect in Hame as 

well as in other provinces. 

"The inspector's field is so broac and diverse that one man only has time to scan 
the horizon. Decision-makers keep adding new tasks, but they don't add workers. 


"The amount of work in Hame province has quintupled since the beginning of the 1970's, 
but there is still only one man. This means that a major portion of the tasks, even 
those required by law, goes unperformed. Decisions linger 6-10 months in provincial 
governments, and statements 2-5 months. Only 25 percent of the tasks can be performed; 
the rest get filed away for years." 


Kellomaki is saddened most of all by the fact that the environmental problems of 
individuals are not being taken care of. Official and municipalities receive 
help from the inspector more easily; statements requested by them are in the so- 
called "important" category. 


"Here one becomes cynical, for example when you have to answer with a shrug of 
the shoulders a report that a fine ridge in some locality is being spoiled," 
Kellomaki complains. 


There is an enormous gap between people's expectations and the possibilities for 
an inspector to act. 


Popular movements are evidence that when officials cannot take care of matters 
the people will take them into their own hands. Kellomaki considers this dangerous; 
he seeds of terrorism can be lurking there. 


r 
\ 


Kellomaki has experienced the harshness of the budget, and finds it a great blow 
to care of the environment. In his opinion, environmental protection offices with 
the same rank as planning offices should have been established in provincial 
governments. This would have guaranteed that environmental viewpoints would be 
taken into account already in preparatory work. 
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